Salt River High School – Eagle Inspiration Night
Salt River High’s Eagle Inspiration Night was a new event created by the school’s Family Involvement Action Team (FIAT) this year to bring 7th – 12th grade students, their families and school personnel together in a fun and casual way. By focusing on the value of education and reinforcing the belief that all parents have dreams and want the best for their children, the goal of this event was to support the school’s Climate of Partnership.  In order to improve the relationship among the school, its families and the surrounding community, the school invited not only parents and teachers, but also a number of special guests that included the Tribal President, Tribal Council Members, School Board Members, Superintendent of Schools, and Elders of the Community.  
In order to connect families to Eagle Inspiration Night, the FIAT team brought in a motivational speaker that could identify with and relate to the community. After spending considerable time with the selection process, best selling author and Olympic gold model winner in the 1964 Tokyo Games, Billy Mills was chosen. Traveling throughout the U.S., Mr. Mills delivers a message that identifies with communities such at the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community – that resilience, strength and pride in one’s heritage can drive anyone to accomplish their goals.  
As an extra incentive to attract families, the FIAT purchased 100 copies of the novel Billy Mills co-authored with Nicholas Sparks, Wokini: A Lakota Journey to Happiness and Understanding - which uses traditional Indian legends to teach life lessons about gaining happiness. Mr. Mills personally autographed these books and the first 100 families that attended the event received a copy. 
While at Salt River High School, Mr. Mills spoke of his life growing up on the reservation, living in poverty and being orphaned by the age of 12. He reinforced with the parents the idea that their children can accomplish their dreams and that anything is possible with a good education. Staying an extra hour and a half afterwards, Mr. Mills made sure that he spoke to every child in attendance.  His passion both enlightened and motivated the event’s attendees, and one student even remarked, “I was so motivated by Billy Mills that I wanted to go out and run 12 miles.”

Approximately 100 students, 150 parents, 20 school staff and 50 community members were in attendance for Eagle Inspiration Night. The FIAT team, along with assistance from school staff was involved in planning and coordinating the event, as well as setting up, decorating, serving and cleaning up afterward. Marketing to families and the community was done through personal invitations, the community newspaper, the school marquee and website.  Eagle Inspiration Night was a “great night with a great man”, and plans are being made to implement a similar event next year.

