Echo Mountain Primary School’s Reading Restaurant

Echo Mountain’s “Reading Restaurant,” a Pre K- 3rd grade event, brings the flavor of fun into reading with the family.  This event was designed to encourage parents to read with their children, while enjoying refreshments and quality time together.  Based on three books selected by the Literacy Team, the school designed a restaurant style event that paired a meal with each books’ theme: Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, Tops and Bottoms, and Thundercake.  

Upon entering the school, families were presented with the night’s menu that directed them to each “course” and to the room number.  Six classrooms were utilized to house the reading sessions and to help accommodate the rotation for the night.  As one teacher read Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs, families enjoyed meatballs with marinara sauce and warm bread served by teachers adorned with chef hats and aprons.  In another room, families started their course with an appetizer of carrots with ranch dressing while a teacher read Top and Bottoms.  To finish off the meals, families enjoyed miniature brownies while they listened to a reading of Thundercake.  When the families were finished with their food an announcement over the loudspeaker informed families to rotate to their next course.

Being that this was the second year that Echo Mountain conducted this activity, the entire school was involved and ready to support the success that was experienced during the first “Reading Restaurant.”  With the combined efforts of the school Literacy Team and the Parent Involvement Committee, English/Spanish posters were posted around campus, morning announcements were made, and pre-recorded mass phone calls were made to all families to help publicize the event.  The local Costco provided discounts on brownies and a local caterer donated the meatballs and crock-pots.  A total of $250, provided by the Home and School Association (HASA) was enough to implement the school’s “Reading Restaurant.”

The success of this event was possible due to all staff at the school helping to publicize, plan and share ideas for the event.  The school’s pre-recorded mass phone call system was definitely key in informing families of the “Reading Restaurant.”  In the future, the school will have to accommodate new health codes and only serve non-cooked pre-packaged food.  The power of collaboration has already sprung up new ideas such as incorporating the book Wombat Stew and serving a mixture of cereal, candy, and nuts.

With about 217 students, 78 parents, 35 school staff members and 2 community members attending the event, Echo Mountain celebrated the event as a success.  Community members were thanked for their assistance and donations, and recognized with framed certificates.  Parents were provided with ideas to use at home and their comments on the event were collected to help improve efforts for next year.  

One parent commented that the “Reading Restaurant” was much more fun than the old Literacy Night.  We look forward to having this event again next year!
