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Dear applicant: 
 
 Welcome to Rio Salado College and thank you for considering the Family 
and Community Liaison Certificate Program. The purpose in designing this 
innovative pilot program is to elevate student success through meaningful parent 
involvement by educating and training parent liaisons that have the academic 
background and field expertise to engage all parents. This program is made 
possible through a community collaborative effort that includes Creighton School 
District, Helios Education Foundation, Arizona Parent Involvement Resource 
Center, Arizona Department of Education, and Rio Salado College. 
 
We believe that family, school, and community partnerships are critical in 
addressing gaps in students’ social and academic success. This joint effort also 
fosters the development of a rich learning environment in the home.  Family and 
Community Liaisons are essential in: 
  
o Implementing innovative strategies that support parents as first teachers 
o Strengthening communication between school and families 
o Creating a school culture that motivates parents to be involved and informed 
o Coaching parents to understand the school system, assessments, and 

achievement goals 
o Engaging families to assist schools in developing and sustaining academic 

excellence 
 
This certificate program will provide you with the courses in foundational 
knowledge and field expertise to engage all families in the education of their 
children. 
 

 
We value your expertise and your commitment to your school community! 



Applicant criteria: 
 High school diploma or equivalent 
 Arizona resident 
 School employee or school volunteer experience 
 Commitment to complete this certificate program 

 
Program requirements: 

 Submit a complete application by August 20, 2009 
 Attend an annual Parent Involvement Resource Center training 
 Required attendance for all classes 
 Required completion of all class assignments 
 Maintain an interactive reflective journal throughout the program 
 Maintain a minimum of 2.75 grade point average (C+) 
 Participate in additional professional development as assigned by course 

instructor 
 Complete a FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)  

 
Program Design: 

 Certificate Program requires completion of 8 courses totaling 26 credit hours 
 Courses include: 

o Creating College Success 
o Parent Engagement in Education 
o Child Development/Adolescent Behavior 
o First Year Composition 
o Communication/Public Speaking 
o Cultural Diversity in Education 
o Introduction to Education 
o Leadership Development 

 Courses are 8 weeks long, and classes meet on Wednesdays from 5-9 p.m. at 
the Community Education Department in the Creighton Elementary School 
District. 

 
 
Program Outcomes:  

 Contribute as a key member of the educational team 
 Align parent training with academic standards and school goals 
 Empower parents to identify and request excellence in educational services 
 Plan, organize, and implement nonconventional parent engagement 
 Organize and maintain parent involvement records needed for federal and 

state audits and evaluations 
 Partner with teachers to target parents in need 



 Teach parents to become meaningfully engaged 
 Coach parents to understand the school system, assessments, and 

achievement goals 
 Use pre and post data to measure engagement outcomes 
 Organize and maintain Parent Action Team 
 Assist parents in developing partnerships with teachers 

 
 
Program Fees: 

 Cost of tuition is $1900.00.  Other program fees may apply. 
 Tuition coverage opportunities may include:  

o Title 1and Title III funds  
o ARRA Family Engagement grant 
o Scholarships, grants, and loans available through the Rio Salado 

College Financial Aid Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Letter of Principal Support 
Academic Development for Parent Liaisons 

 
To become a student in the Family Engagement Specialist pilot program at Rio Salado College, 
the applicant needs the signature and support of their principal or school administrator. 

 
The purpose of this innovative program is to elevate student success through meaningful parent 
involvement by providing parent liaisons with the academic background and field expertise to 
engage all parents. 
 
Families, schools, and community partnerships are critical in addressing gaps in students’ social 
and academic success.  Family Engagement Specialists are essential in: 
 

 Implementing innovative strategies that support parents as first teachers 
 Strengthening communication between school and families 
 Creating a school culture that motivates parents to be involved and informed 
 Coaching parents to understand the school system, assessments, and achievement goals 
 Engaging families to assist schools in developing and sustaining academic excellence 

 
Upon completion of this certificate program your Parent Engagement Specialist will have 
the ability to: 
 

 Contribute as a key member of the educational team 
 Align parent training with academic standards and school goals 
 Empower parents to identify and request excellence in educational services 
 Plan, organize, and implement nonconventional parent engagement 
 Organize and maintain parent involvement records needed for federal and state audits and 

evaluations 
 Partner with teachers to target parents in need 
 Teach parents to become meaningfully engaged 
 Coach parents to understand the school system, assessments, and achievement goals 
 Use pre and post data to measure engagement outcomes 
 Organize and maintain Parent Action Team 
 Assist parents in developing partnerships with teachers 

 
I support the selection of the applicant named below as a participant in the Family Engagement 
Specialist Program at Rio Salado College. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________
Applicant Name            Principal/Administrator Name    Date 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
Applicant Signature           Principal/Administrator Signature              Date 



Rio Salado College 
Financial Aid Office 
2323 W. 14th Street 
Tempe, AZ 85281 

(480) 517-8310 
Fax: (480)517-8329 

Phoenix Women’s Commission 
International Women’s Day 

Scholarship Application 
2009-2010 Academic Year 

 
Type or write legibly. 
 

Name:   SS #:  

Address:  

City:   State:   Zip:  

Phone #:   Work #:  

Cell #______________________________ Email:_______________________________ 

Do you have a degree? Yes   No   

Type of degree: __________________________________  

Do you have a High School diploma or a GED? Yes   No   Year  

Have you applied for Federal Financial Aid this year?   

List the courses you expect to enroll in for the Fall 2009 semester: 

Course Section Title Cr. Hrs Start Date 

     

     

     

     
 
On a separate page, please write one paragraph for each item listed below: 
 
• The factors that have influenced your decisions to begin or continue your education 
• Your (specific) future educational goals 
• A statement of financial need. Consideration will be given to income, financial hardships and 

other obstacles or circumstances which impact your ability to obtain an education. Please be 
specific. 

COMPLETE APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE FINANCIAL AID 
OFFICE BY 8 PM, MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2009. 

 
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
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FINANCIAL AID OFFICE 
RIO SALADO COLLEGE 

2323 W. 14th ST. 
TEMPE, AZ 85281 

 
 

The Phoenix Women’s Commission International Women’s Day  
Scholarship for Re-Entry Women 

 
Criteria 
 
• The scholarship applicant must be a female college re-entry student or a female beginning 

her educational studies and has been out of high school for more than three years. 
• The applicant must be registered or accepted to begin a course of study at Rio Salado and 

pursuing her first undergraduate degree or technical training. 
• The applicant must demonstrate a need for financial assistance. 
• The applicant must reside within the city limits of Phoenix, Arizona, and be a U.S. Citizen. 
• The applicant must have a minimum 2.50 grade point average based on high school or 

current college transcripts.  (Transcripts must be attached:  Unofficial is acceptable.)  
 
Please submit the following to the above address, to the attention of the Financial Aid Office. 
 
1. The enclosed application, with statement page 
 
2. Two letters of reference 
 
3. An official or unofficial copy of your college transcripts from all colleges attended. Or, if 

you have never attended college, a copy of your high school transcripts. Transcripts must 
demonstrate a minimum 2.50 grade point average. 

 
 
DEADLINE:  MONDAY, AUGUST 24th , 2009 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR REVIEW 
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Dougherty Scholarship Application 
 
Please check all of the following items for compliance, before submitting application 
for review. Incomplete application will not be reviewed. 
 
□ The student must be a citizen of the United States, and a resident of the state of 

Arizona as determined by the state authority administering the program. 

□ Applicant must provide proof of academic achievement (cumulative grade point 
average of 3.0 or higher). Academic transcripts must be attached to the scholarship 
application, for every college you have listed as have been attended. 

□ Applicant must be enrolled full-time (12 credits or more per semester) in a degree 
program at Rio Salado College. 

□ Completed and signed application  

 
Application DEADLINE: 5:00pm Monday, August 24, 2009.  
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